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In the name of Allah Most Gracious Most Merciful

Eid Al-Adha (1434h - 2013ac)

Written by: Sk. Abd-Razzag Taher Farih
Translated by: Dr. Faheem Bukhatwa

10 Thul-Hejja 1434h
15 Ooctober 2013ac

Allah Akbar, Allah Akbar, Allah Akbar, Allah Akbar, all thanks be to
Allah.

| advise all you people, and myself included, to be God fearing, and to
glorify His rituals, for Allah has said: {And whoso magnifies the
offerings consecrated to Allah, it surely is from devotion of the
hearts} 22:32.

Dear Muslims, Today, you are living a noble day, and a great Eid. Today
Is the greater day of Hajj, the greatest day with Allah as stated by the
messenger ppbu. It is the day of slaughter, the last of the ten recognised
days. Today is followed by three counted days; they are days of eating,
drinking and remembering of Allah. The messenger ppbu said: {The
greatest day of all with Allah is the day of slaughter then the day of
rest (in Muzdalafa after Hajj)}. The messenger ppbu also said: {Day of
Eid el-Fitr, and the day of slaughter, and the days of Tashreequ (the
next three days) are our Eids; us the people of Islam. And they are
days of eating and drinking}.

Allah Akbar, Allah Akbar, Allah Akbar, Allah Akbar, all thanks be to
Allah.

Dear Muslims, on this great day, and on days of Tashreequ that follows
it, Muslims combine remembering Allah through prayers, glorifying,
praising and giving thanks to Allah. They combine that with getting
closer to Allah through slaughtering sacrifices and remembering His
name at the slaughter. The messenger ppbu said: {The first thing we
start with on this day of ours is to pray, then we return and do the
slaughter. This who does this then they have achieved our sunnah.
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This who slaughters before we pray then it is just an early meat he
got his folks and does not achieve our sunnah. Days of Tashreequ are
days of eating and drinking}. The messenger ppbu commanded us to
pray and to slaughter as a way of giving thanks to Allah for the most
noble of gifts and the best advantage Allah has singled out the messenger
with. Allah says:

{We have given you Al-Kawthar; (1) So pray unto your Lord, and
slaughter a sacrifice. (2) Lo! it is your insulter (and not you) who is
without posterity. (3)} 108:1-3.

Therefore, the greatest thanks a Muslim can give to his Lord for all the
mercies and virtues God blessed him with is to do deeds of obedience,
and to get closer to Him with what He loves. Allah says: {Give thanks,
O people of David! Few of My slaves are thankful.} 34:13.

Allah Akbar, Allah Akbar, Allah Akbar, Allah Akbar, all thanks be to
Allah.

Dear Muslims, Muslims are always keen during each of the seasons of
goodness to get sustenance for their next life through good deeds. They
try to follow its multiple routs, and take a bit of goodness from each.
Between prayers, fasting, hajj and umrah, slaughtering and giving
charity, and reciting of Quran, and supplication and remembering of
Allah, and glorification and praising of Allah and giving thanks to Him.
You would see that they tend to do as much as they can of those good
deeds, and they try to perfect the deeds; because they know the grace that
has, and their faith in the reward. That is a great deed and a required
keenness, and certainly a rewarded deed, and seeking after the grace of
Allah. Yet, there is an important point which slips the minds of many of
us despite the fact that it is the heart, the foundation and base of any deed.
That is the righteousness and purification of the heart, clearing and
purification of the soul. There are those who work hard and do all they
can, and who are keen to take advantage of all those wonderful rewarding
times with good deeds, then; they fail to get the ultimate benefit expected
from their deed, and they fail to reach their ultimate target. And it is for
certain; Allah never rejects a slave who comes to Him; or turn away a
slave who is getting closer to Him. Allah says: {remember me, and |
shall remember you}. And in the Hadeeth Qudsi Allah says: {I am as
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My servant thinks of Me. | am with him when he remembers Me. If
he mentions Me within himself, I mention him within Myself. If he
mentions Me in an assembly, I mention him in a better assembly. If
he comes near to Me a hand span, I come near to him an arm’s
length. If he comes near to Me the distance of an arm’s length, I come
near to him the distance of two outspread arms. If he comes to Me
walking, I come to him running}.

Righteousness of the hearts and purification of the souls is a great thing to
seek after and a big duty many Muslims have overlooked; yet it is the
track upon which deeds turn good or bad. It is a big mistake and great
ignorance, and a misunderstanding and lack of knowledge with ones
religion for a slave to ignore his/her heart despite the fact that heart is the
point where Allah looks at in a slave. The mistake is to concentrate at
fixing other visible organs which Allah does not look and leave the heart
empty, bad and in a miserable state. The messenger ppbu said: {Allah
does not look at your images or your riches but He looks at your
hearts and your deeds}.

Allah Akbar, Allah Akbar, Allah Akbar, Allah Akbar, all thanks be to
Allah.

Be God fearing as He ought to be feared. Obey Him and satisfy Him.
Some of the greater sins spread in our society today; which come between
the slave and the mercy from Allah, and causes deeds not to be accepted.
Such sin is: breaking up links with blood relatives, and deserting your
brothers and folks. That is a problem which blinds the eyes, closes the
ears, blocks away the heart and destroys society and the land. Allah
addressed the relationship between relatives by saying: {would you be
satisfied if 1 keep a link with this who keeps a link with you, and
break up with whom will break up with you}.

The messenger ppbu said: {Doors of paradise open on Monday’s and
Thursdays, during which sins are forgiven for a slave who does not
associate anything with Allah; except for a man who has a
disagreement with a brother of his. It is said: “give those two a
chance until they make peace or reconcile”}.

Dear Muslims



It’s a waste for a person to do good deeds for years then the deeds are not
accepted and not elevated; because he had ill-treated his mother or broke
relationship with his sister or brother. The messenger ppbu said: {It is not
permissible for a Muslim to have a conflict and break up with his brother
for more than three nights. They both meet; and each rejects each other.
The better of them is the one who starts the peace}.



