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Sincerity

Written by: Abdel-Razzag Taher
Translated by Dr. Faheem Bukhatwa
28/06/1436AH

17/04/2015AC

In the name of Allah Most Gracious Most Merciful

Dearly beloved, | spoke on a previous Friday
about the sin of doing deeds of worship; but in
order to impress people rather than to impress
Allah (called reyia <L)). The talk today is about
sincerity when doing deeds. Linguistically; in
Arabic the word sincerity comes from the word
purity which refers to the immaculacy and
purification. While conventionally, sincerity refers
to the purity and immaculacy of deeds from all
Impurities of shirk or aiming and doing the deed
for Allah’s sake alone. This refers to the purity Iin
all type of deeds; from the heart, the tongue and
other organs.

Sincerity of the deeds is a saviour and a rescuer in
this first life and the next. Allah says in the
Bayennah chapter: {And they were commanded
only to worship Allah, sincere in their faith to
Him alone, original and orthodox, and to
establish prayers and to donate the poor-due.
That is true religion.}98:5. Original and
orthodox In this verse refer to being free from
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Impurities; straight on the path of oneness of
Allah; and sincerity to Allah. That is the opposite
of the path of taking partners and associates with
Allah, and opposite to the path of hypocrisy; and
showing off to impress others; other than Allah.
Allah says in His book ordering His prophet who
IS the most sincere of all people in his deeds;
Allah says: {Say: for certain, my prayers or my
worship and my devotion or sacrifice and my
living and my dying are for Allah, Lord of the
Worlds. [162] He has no partner. This is what |
was commanded, and | am first of those who
accept and surrender (unto Him). [163]} 6:
162-163.

Allah also says: {Blessed is He; in Whose hand
Is the Sovereignty, and He is capable over all
things. (1) Who has created life and death; that
He may try you; which of you has best deed;
and He is the Mighty, the Forgiving, (2)} 67:1-
2. In this verse, “try you” means to test you; Or
examine you. Fadeel Ebn Aiyath (c=be () Juxd)
explaining this verse; said “try you which of you
has best deed” refers to who has the most sincere
deed, and more perfect deed. For; no deed will be
accepted; unless it is a sincere and a correct deed.
Sincere here; means it is intended sincerely for
Allah alone. While correctness here; means that it
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has to be in accordance and in agreement with the
guidance of the messenger ppbu. There are many
verses in the Quran in which Allah commands us
to be sincere. Allah says: {Say: | am only a
mortal like you. My Lord inspires in me that
your God iIs One God. And whoever hopes for
the meeting with his Lord, then let him do
righteous deed, and make no partners or share
no one else in worshipping his Lord.} 18:110.

Dear Muslim, just reflect with me on the words of
the messenger ppbu; so we would know the true
value of sincerity. The messenger ppbu said: {for
certain, deeds are based on the intentions}.
Yes, indeed, many a great deed or a great act of
worship in the view of people; but which was
reduced and devalued because of the intention.
So, it has no weight and no value with the Lord of
all things. And many a tiny small deed in the eyes
of people; which is turned into a great and a
tremendous deed; by the intention. And it is
because the person that did it; was sincerely
seeking Allah; or doing it for Allah’s sake alone.

Are you dear Muslims; aware that your messenger
ppbu Is right; when he said that Allah will reward
you; just for intending to do some great and



tremendous good deed; even if you do not get to
actually do 1it.

The messenger ppbu once said: {lI am going to
tell you something, always keep it with you and
remember it. This life may be for four types of
people. A slave whom Allah has given riches
and knowledge. So he fears Allah in the money
he is given; and makes links with his kin. He
knows that Allah has a right to this money
given to him. This type of slave has the highest
status with Allah. The other one is a salve
whom Allah has given knowledge but did not
bestow him with money and riches. So, he has
true good intentions}. He says; if | had money |
would do like such and such (meaning he would
spend it in the right cause). The messenger ppbu
said: {He is judged as per his intentions, and
the reward is equal for those two. This who had
the money and spent it righteously; or who had
no money but; intended to spend it if he had

it}

Dear Muslims, all those good, knowledgeable,
righteous people In the past; cared more to hide
their good deeds. And that is a sign of sincerity.
Abu-Amamah Bahili (LW 4l «l) once went
Into the mosque and saw a man who had the tears
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running down his face crying in piety. He said to
him: You, you,... could you not do that at home?
Or would that not be better if you did it in your
own home? Meaning in privacy; so to eliminate
the showing off part (or k).

Abu-Dardaa (s2,30 &) was asked once: What is
your night prayer like? He got real annoyed and
said: if 1 do a single prayer to Allah in privacy and
do not get distracted while doing it (or not get into
day-dreaming while in the prayer); that single
prayer in privacy Is better than if | spend the entire
day-time in prayers; then | go on talking about it.
Yes, indeed, that is how they were; our early
Muslim ancestors.

Another one is Ali the son of Hausain Ebn-Abi
Talib (may Allah be satisfied with them all).
When he died and his body was being given the
final purification or Gusl, they found a black mark
In between his shoulders. When later they
enquired about what could have caused it, they
found out that it was caused by the heavy weight
of the bags of flour and bread he used to carry. He
carried those bags at night on his back in the city
streets unknown to others. He used to go seeking
the houses of the poor and give them food. It was
commonly said later; that the secret donations In
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the town ceased to happen; after the death of Ali
ebn Hausain ebn Abi Talib.

Slaves of Allah, those who have sincerity settled
Into their hearts, and their souls iIs free from
showing off and false and misleading actions, you
would find them to have the healthiest hearts of
all people, and the most open, and the purest. The
messenger ppbu said: {there are three
characteristics a Muslim’s heart should not be
without (meaning three deeds if a Muslims does
them then Allah will clear his heart from
begrudging, hatred, resentment and envy), they
are: sincerity of intentions, giving advice to those
In charge and sticking to the Muslim group, for
their prayer gets answered even after they are
gone}. Yes, sincerity of intention will cleans the
heart from any sickness which can reduce level of
faith in the heart itself.

Dearly beloved, let each and every one of us ask
him-self/herself: Am | sincere to Allan? Do I; and
you; seek only Allah by the deeds we do? Why
did you come here today? And why do | speak
and say those words? And why are you sitting
right now? Or is it worth thinking of such things?
Yes our good pious early Muslims ancestors; used
to bring them-selves iInto account. They
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questioned themselves before and after they
speak, and before and after they did any act or a
deed. They did it so much; to the point that
Maymoon Ebn Mahran (0 = ¢! Osex) said: Any
time or any way you look at a Muslim you would
find him reviewing, rechecking or auditing
himself just as careful as a stingy partner in a
business; would audit his partner. He would ask
himself before each word he speaks or before each
deed he does; and after every word or deed. Did it
satisfy the two conditons? Did it satisfy the
sincerity to Allah condition? And did it satisfy the
condition of being in accordance with the
prophet’s guidance? A Muslim would be sincere
In his intentions and inner most feelings and
thoughts; and within his heart towards Allah; And
for all his spoken words; and actions to be iIn
agreement with the guidance of the messenger

ppbu.
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