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The Rights of a Husband

Written by: Sk. Omar Khadrawi
Translated by: Dr. Faheem Bukhatwa

22 May 2009 ad
28 Jumada Al-Aula 1430 H

In the name of Allah most Gracious Most Merciful

This who knows about families in our society, and the suffering they
experience from social, psychological and moral problems. And this who
looks at the marital dispute cases brought before the courts it becomes clear
that we are in dire need of some attention to be given to the state of the family
and the relationships between its members. The turmoil of the martial and
tamily life is a big factor in the turmoil and anguish of the entire nation. These
problems occur due to the relaxing of the Islamic rules and occur when the
individual relaxes in keeping an eye on Allah. It is at that stage that ciaos and
lack of transparency creeps into the rights and obligations of the married
couple.

Marriage will go on perfectly when it is based on love, respect and on clearly
defined and understood rights by each of the couple. In addition, when each
will implement their obligations and will demand it from himself or herself
before demanding the other party for their obligations. If this were the case
then the family would enjoy a high social standard in the house. This will
guarantee happiness, stability and security of the entire family.

At the times when our nation led the world, it used to enjoy a high level of
martial life happiness unmatched in history. That was because Islam places
clear and unique limits and boundaries to each of the husband and wife and
the children within this family. Those rights are equal and in harmony which
leads to fulfillment with love and happy life. It also provides the good
offspring in the society who will build and not destroy.

Islam bases those rights on justice and love. In a previous Friday, the Imam
talked about the obligations of husbands towards their wives. Today the talk
is about the rights of the husbands, so a wife will know her obligations
towards her husband. Today six husband rights upon his wife; or six wife’s
obligations towards the husband are outlined:



1)  Obedience.

A wife is to be obedient to her husband in normal and right matters
according to the Islamic rulings. It is a form of obedience came about due
to the common good between the two partners in love and in the clear. It
is not the type of obedience of a slave to a master, or a slave to a lord. It is
the type of obedience expected from a younger brother to the older one.
This is the Quama demanded by Islam from the wife. Qwuama includes all
the responsibilities of the husband for the provision for and welfare of his
wife and children. This obedience has a huge effect on the progress and
happiness of the family life. It is also a reason why a wife will enter paradise.
The messenger (ppbu) said: {if a woman does her five prayers, and
fasted her month, and protected her sanctity, and showed obedience
to her husband then she is told: “Enter paradise from any door you

wish”}.

Let it be clear here that the obedience is in lawful matters only and not to
be expected in a disobedience to Allah. For example if the husband wanted
his wife to drink alcohol, or to do take on unlawful food, or dressing or
mixing unlawfully then the wife should not be obedient is such cases.

2)  Not to be hurt or harmed.

It is the husband right that his wife must respect his feelings, and refrain
from doing or saying anything which can hurt him. She must consider his
financial situation, and his social status. She must consider his
responsibilities at work out side the home. She should not put pressure on
to him, and not burden him with more than he can bear. She should not
demand more than he can afford so he may revert to providing unlawfully.
Allah says: {O Prophet, tell your wives that if you wanted this worldly
life and its beauty, then come let me give you what pleases you and
let you go in a nice way. And if you wanted Allah and His messenger
and the life after, then for those of you who do well Allah has
prepared great rewards}

3) Rest and relaxation

A wife must provide the environment, which will make the husband, have
peace of mind, and resting soul in a loving home. A wife should dress up,



look better, use what attracts him, and increase his love towards her. A
woman advised her daughter at her wedded saying: “Dear daughter, here
you are leaving the nest you were accustomed to, to a bed you did not
know. And to a partner you are not accustomed to. Be to him as his land
and he shall be your sky. Be as open plains and he will be your support.
And be to him like a dame, and he will be to you like a slave. Do not pester
him then he will avoid you, and do not keep your distance from him, then
he will forget you. If he approaches you get closer to him, and if he wants
his space give him his space. And protect his nose, and his ears and eyes.
Let him smell only good fragrance from you, and hears only good words
from you, and sees only beauty”.

4)  Not leaving the home without his permission.

A husband has the right that his wife does not leave the home without his
permission. And that she does not show her attractions in public. The
messenger (ppbu) said: {a woman does not leave her home without her
husband’s permission. If she did then angels will curse her until she
returns}. Allah commanded to curtail eyeing or gazing. Allah says: {Tell
the faithful women to restrain their eyeing, and protect their chastity,
and not to show their attractions except what’s already visible. And
let them cover their chest area, and not to show their attraction
except to their husbands, or fathers, or their father-in-law, or their
sons-in-law, or their brothers, or their nephews, or their own
women}.

5) Time to himself

A husband has the right to be given time for himself, time for him to
worship, or to study if he is into knowledge, or time for his business or
work. As long as that does not develop into repelling and distancing him.

6) Protecting his honor

A husband’s right is that his wife should protect his reputation, dignity,
respect and honor in society. And she must be trustworthy with his money
not to take from it except in a lawful manner.

Those were some of the rights of a husband upon his wife. This is a call to all
wives to listen: ensure that your husband stay happy. Make your home a
garden for your husband to take refuge in. Let him find what he loves within



.
your heart, your pleasing moods, your cleanliness, and your co-operation. And
most of all fear Allah through sticking to Allah’s religion. Take care that you
do not forget, or let go or relax in any of the rights that Allah made in His
rulings.



