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Ramadan — get your opportunity

Written by: Sk. Ammar Zaidan
Translated by: Dr. Faheem Bukhatwa

7t Ramadan 1435
4% July 2014

In the name of Allah Most Gracious Most Meciful
Slaves of Allah, my advice to you and me alike; is
to fear The Almighty Allah, and to obey Him and
obey His commands. Allah says: {Lo! Allah is
with those who keep their duty unto Him and
those who are doers of good}16:128.

Dearly beloved, Allah honoured us with Islam.
Allah chose us with His obligations and duties,
and commanded us to do prayers and fast. These
are the times for obedience have approached, and
blessed times are here. This is the month of
Ramadan, the month of virtue and Quran, the
month of goodness and kindness, the month of
God-fearing and God-contentment. A month
during which the gates of paradise are opened and
the gates of hellfire are closed. A month during
which there is a caller that calls on behalf of the
Most Merciful: (you who seek the good, come
on, and you who seek evil cut it down).

The person who fasts, his or her diligence in
taking the opportunity of utilising the month of
Ramadan in order to improve his/her status with
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Allah, and has his/her eye on Allah during his
fasting. A person who fasts holds his organs from
slipups; liven up his/her night seeking Allah’s
satisfaction and forgiveness. The messenger ppbu
said: {This who stays up during Ramadan in
faith and expectation then all his/her previous
sins are forgiven}.

The purpose of this blessed month is to keep up
what Allah Has commanded; of duties and
obligations; and taking up the opportunity to
achieve the highest levels; because fasting is a
blessing for the body and reducing the routes of
Satan.

Slaves of Allah; please know that Ramadan is the
school of virtue and the school of kindness and
perfection and the school of inter-human co-
operation. During Ramadan we learn hunger; in
order that we feel the suffering of the hungry and
poor. During Ramadan we learn patience; in order
to endure the strenuous and difficulties of life.
And during Ramadan we learn how to be
generous; in order to help the poor and the needy.
This was the motto of our prophet ppbu when he
entered Al-madina; he said: {O people, give the
food; and spread peace; and keep ties with
your kin; and pray during the night, while
people are asleep - for you shall enter the
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Garden of Paradise in peace}. For you will not
be a Muslim if you are not kind and generous and
iIf you do not have good manners and if you do
not keep ties with your kin. Allah Has given
special preference to certain blessed times for His
slaves. Ramadan is a chance and a breeze or a
whiff, a blessing and a gift. The lucky happy one
Is this who makes the most of this opportunity.
The messenger ppbu said: {Your Lord Has
whiffs or waves in your life-time; get exposed
to it, for one of you may catch one whiff; after
which he will never be exposed to a suffering
again}.

Slaves of Allah, hurry and win paradise and
forgiveness from Allah, and win mercy and
contentment from Him. The messenger ppbu went
up the steps of his menber one day. But as he put
his foot on the first step he said: “Amen”, then he
went on to the second step and said:“Amen”, then
he went on to the third step and said: “Amen”.
They asked why he said Amen. He said: {Gabriel
came to me and said: Whosoever lives through
Ramadan and does not get forgiveness and
does enter hellfire and Allah keeps him away,
say Amen, so | said amen. And whosoever lives
while his parents are alive and does not treat
them well and then he dies then he enters



9

hellfire and Allah keeps him away, say Amen,
so | said amen. And whosoever you are
mentioned to him and he does not pray upon
you then he dies then he enters hellfire and
Allah keeps him away, say Amen, so | said
amen}.

Yes, dearly beloved, this whosoever lives through
the month of Ramadan and does not get forgiven
Is a true looser; because it is the month of
pardoning and forgiveness and the month of
freeing from hellfire. The messenger ppbu said:
“The month of Ramadan has come to you.
Allah has imposed that you must fast it. A
month when the gates to heaven are opened
and the gates of hell are closed. The demon
satins are shackled. By Allah, there is a night
during the month which is better than a
thousand month. This who is denied its grace
has really been denied”. If he has sins like the
mountains, and bad deeds like the seas and grains
of the sand, then let him take the opportunity of
this month, fasting and praying at night just as
Allah wants. Let him return to Allah repenting
and remorseful.

Slaves of Allah, whosoever wastes his time in
disobedience, and wasted his life time then let
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him come back to his Lord by fasting, worshiping,
prayers and duaa, avoiding backbiting,
slandering, and cheating people out of their
money. Let whosoever fasts be careful from
losing his fast and wasting his quiam prayers. The
messenger ppbu said: {Whosoever does not give
up false talk and living by it then Allah does
not need him to give up his food and drink}.
This whosoever fasts should stick to reciting
Quran by day and by night. He should gather his
family on obedience deeds, such as study with
them, and teach them what would benefit them in
this life and next. This who fasts should take
opportunity by a lot of duaa especially at time of
breaking the fast, remembering Allah’s promise to
answer the prayer of this who is fasting. The
messenger ppbu said: {There are three whose
prayer is never denied: a fasting person at time
of breaking the fast, and a just leader or Imam,
and the prayer of an oppressed or maltreated
person.}

Dear faithful brothers, the reward for those who
fast is great, and it goes back to Allah. The
messenger ppbu said: {Allah said: All sons of
Adam’s deeds belong to him except fasting; it
belongs to Me; and I reward for it. And fasting
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Is a protection. When one of you fasts, then let
him not argue nor commit sin; and if someone
attacks him verbally or fights him then let him
say: | am a fasting person. | pledge to Allah
that the smell in the mouth of a fasting person
is better to Allah than the smell of Musk. And
a fasting person has two moments of
happiness: he is pleased when he breaks his
fast; and he is pleased with his fasting when he
meets his Lord.}

How does a fasting person not be pleased when
Allah has declared a gate or a door into paradise
where only those who fast can use it to enter
paradise? Those are the ones who gave up all
those things which can break their fast just to
please Allah; the Lord of the worlds. The
messenger ppbu said: {Paradise has a door
named “Al-Rayyan” (the name translated as
the “quencher of thirst”); only those who fast
can use it to enter paradise on the day of
resurrection. And no one else shall use it. A call
Is announced: Where are those who fasted?
They rise and they enter through the door.
When they all go in, it is closed and no one else
shall use it to enter paradise}

You Muslims, let it be known that our religion is
a great one that teaches people great human
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virtues, and good traits. The messenger ppbu said:
{whosoever provides food for a fasting person
to break his/he fast then he shall receive the
same reward as that of the fasting person}.
They said: O messenger of Allah, we don’t all
have something to give to a fasting person to
break his/her fasting. He said: giving to a fasting
person to break his/her fast can be by a drink
of water or by a date or a sip of milk.

Dear Muslims, Islam is the mercy of Allah to His
creation. Take up the virtues and behaviour of
your prophet, and fast your month, and make
contact or ties with your kin, and feed the hungry
amongst you, and relief those who are desperate
and you will enter paradise.

Pray upon him who you were commanded to pray
upon, that’s our messenger ppbu.



